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ÞbÞ ever there v was a ae in BY con- 
templation of Government, which impor- 
tunately and awfully called for your col- 
lected wiſdom, energy and virtue, to pre- 
vent its adoption, indiſputably an Union is 
. that ctitical and momentous ſubject for Ire- 


land—which is, in its aſpeR, an object ſo 


terrific and menacing, as ſhould appal the 
hardieſt, and rouſe the moſt languid. Was 
it a matter of inferior conſideration, or tri- 
vial regard, I ſhonld not, at pre/ent, engage 
your minds with any political diſcuſſion, but 
patiently wait the period, till the ſtorms of 
war were paſt, and ſeaſons of ſerenity had 
ſoon i in their turn ſucceeded. 
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But delay muſt o be attended with the 
moſt fatal conſequences and direful effects, 
unleſs the ſenſe of the country is explicitly 
declared, pre vioufly to the meeting of Par- 
lament, it cannot then properly be at- 

tempted. Any popular deliberation, dur- 

ing their fitting, would be confidered an 
invaſion of their rights -an open and direct 
attempt to dictate to the Legiſlature, and 
overawe Parliament. Be aſſured, ſhould 
you not promptly expreſs your ſentiments on 
this awful occaſion, and inſtru your repre- 
ſentatives on this great and important ſub- 
ject, you \ will not have it hereafter in your 
power to do ſo, with any Meet. While you 
Hefitate, the moment is paſt, your ſilence 
will naturally be conſtrued into aſſent 
your non-exertion into acquieſcence. It 
will fairly be fajd no petition, no remon- 
ſtrance, no declaration has appeared againſt 
the meafure; therefore the popular with is 
by no means hoſtile to either the diſcuſſion 
or adoption of it. See on what a precipice | 
you ſtand, and how awful the criſis! But, 
my friends, you will be told the terms will 
be Uberal, the outlines great and extenſive, 
N and 

The members of the county of Dublin, have begged 
to receive the inſtruction of their conſtituents on this point. 


3 
and execution maſterly. Undoubtedly they 


ſucceſs or completion, but through the me- 


dium of liberality. It is not by ſhewing 


the defects, and having them boldly project- 


ing from the canvaſs, and ftriking the eye 


of every beholder, that they could expect to 


receive your concurrence. ' No; its plauſi- 
bility will be the means of your ſeduction, 


and an inſtrument of your ſubjugation. It 
has, however, been ſaid, do not prejudge 
the queſtion—ſce its merits and imperfeQi- 
ons fairly and fully before you, and do 
not let deciſion be the forerunner of debate 
| —the concluſion preceding the beginning. 


To this objection I anſwer, that every per- 
ſon who has conſidered the relative ſitua- 


tion of both countries, muſt know, in the 
abſtract, what benefits, landed, commercial, 
_ er conſtitutional, England has to give, and 
what equivalent ſacrifices Ireland, in re- 
- turn, muſt make. - This enquiry wants'no 
profundity, or deep reſearch, but is ſtrik- 

ing and obvious to the moſt ſuperficial rea- 


ſioner. Could it for a moment be ſuppoſed, 
that England would gratuiteufly and umſoli- 


cited confer on us unrequited obligations. 


No; the whole tenor of her conduct has 
B 2 been 


will be ſo—how could the ſcheme hope for 
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been otherwiſh—exafly me n 
opoſits. N | | | £ X 


 BopgCe, for a moment, an Union of tho 
Legiſlatures to be carried into eſſect-and 
ſhould the terms turn ont to he beneficial 
to Ireland—there is no ſecurity whateyer 
far their heing kept inyiolate. The faith of 
nations is little to be depended on-—ell hiſ- 
tory ſhews them to be, in their conduct. 
uniformly ſelfiſh, Should the articles be 
found prejiidicial to Ireland. there is no poſa 
ſible redreſs ; they are immutable. and irre- 
vocable, like the laws of the Medes and 
Perſiaris, and it will be with her national 
character ag with female vieuems 


' Noin enſues proach and endleſs ng, | 
And one falſe 7 weraaly damns her „ 


But a reaſon is affered in favour Ef an 
Loan, that it will tranquillize Ireland 
and that repoſe may. be expeQed from a 
cloſer connechen with @ great and powerful 
country—l aſk did it ſettle Scotland. vinee 
the incorporation of the two kingdom: 
there were yo robellions, and a thicd had 

_ nearly 


* Yide the inſtances of the Malt tax, un of High Trea- 
don, and Ferne. 


5 
nearly laſt year taken place, but for the 
ſeaſonable and fortynate removal of Muir 
and Palmer, who did not get ſufficient time, 


to completely and finally organize Scotland; 
or even ſo would you, on account of a tem- 


porary diſorder, (which I truſt ours only is) 
adopt ſo deſperate, violent and corroſive a 
remedy, which under miningthe frame, would 
cute its ills only by effecting its utter deſtrue- 
tion; but ſee how is it likely to pacify Ire- 
land—is it by drawing out of the country 
men of the firſt rank and eſtimation in the 
kingdom; who poſſeſs cultivated taſtes, ele- 
gant and elaſſical refigoments—in ſhort have 
the manners to poliſh, the diſpoſition to ci- 
vilize, and the heart to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the people, and are certainly moſt 
' Intereſted in the peace, civilization, and 
Fan of it. 


Man is an imitative animal, the virtues 
as well as vices are contageous; withdraw 
theſe models and there is nothing left to in- 
fluence by example, or deter by ſhame. It 
has been ſaid, Engliſh property will be then 
induced to come and ſettle here and intro- 
duce manufacturcs; did it ſo ? when provi- 
ſions and labour were much cheaper than 

at 
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at preſent, and the country more tranquil, 
But it may be demanded, what proportionate 


return do we make England for all the 
advantages we derive from her aſſiſtance 


and protection. I fay, in reply, we afford- 
ed protection to her, perhaps, at the lime, 


with more friendſhip than policy. We 


lent her our troops, and paid them to carry 
on a war againſt a country, in which we 
were by no means concerned. We followed 


her fortune, without partaking in her de- 


liberations, fought her battles without ſhar- 
ing the honours of her victories, or deriving 
any advantages from the . ee of her 
conqueſts. 


I wiſh for the cloſeſt SA ariel 
amity, moſt perfe community, and identity 


of intereſt, between the ſiſter kingdoms; 
And with reſpe& to foreign powers and rea- 
ties, they ſhould always act as one State, but 


to ſacrifice our domeſtic to an imperial Par- 


liament, I will ſay, in the words of a great 
ſtateſman. © is neither the price I would 
give, nor think I would purchaſe.” 


" 1 think an Union would endanger the 


gh of England as s well as Ireland, it 
united, 


7 
united. Our Repreſentatives would be 2 
-yenal body, having diſregarded the inde- 
pendence of their own Conſtitution, they 
would beſtow little ſolicitude on the con- 
cerns of either, their own, or any other 
nation, and would, (to indemnify them- 
ſelves for the expences which a London re- 
ſidence and neglect of private affairs would 
require) become the uniform appendage (as 
is the caſe of Scotland) of every Miniſter, 
and by ſuch increaſe of influence deſtroy 
the equipoiſe of the Conſtitution, and pro- 
bably make Ireland a complete Catholic 
country, loſing the preſence of her principal 
nobility and Proteſtant gentry, whoſe chil- 


dren would conſtantly receive Engliſh edu- 


cations, and prejudices, which claſſes of 


inhabitants with the number of their rela- 


tions and expectants whom they would 
: aftraQ, beſides the phalanx which the vortex 


of a court always abſorbs, would on the one 


hand, ſo much diminiſh the Proteſtant in- 
habitants, as to leave to the Catholic an 
uncontrouled and uncountroulable ſupe- 
riority. The circumſtance of diverſity of 


religious perſuaſions exiſting between ſiſter 


countries muſt excite jealouſies much eſt- 
range and alienate their affections, inſtcad 
e of 
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and local regard, which in ſuch a caſe ouęht 


of cementing, tend to their ſeparation}, and 
ultimately prove deſtructive |to both. Bo 
dies linked together by ſo utinatural a bond 
of Unibn/ as mutual diſtruſt and baired, 
muſt eventually be divorced, or exiſt toge- 
ther, to their mutual Hatred and deſtruc- 
Dom 1 6 44 rin 115 101 4 7 F 


Although the Author of the following 
pages fuuſt in common with evety inhabi- 
tant of this metropolis lament the melan- 
choly alteration this dity muſt undergotrom 
the removal of her Legiſlature; yet 48 & 
good citizen he would chedrfully and 
ſpeedily torget the huthiliating cites thflanee, 
were he fully aſcertatted it fnuſt ſerve the 
geneful intereſt of the kingdom, (truſts how. 
evet he has Thewn the reverſe, and that the 
prineiple itſelf is not teccivable) he would 
diveſt himſelf of every partial conf{derttion 


no more to be regarded, compared with the 
aggregated public weal, than the wafted 
duſt in the balance, eaſily diſſipated without 
weight, without eonſideration. However 
much every country muſt ſuffer from the 
ſadden and uheupe ed alteration of the ſcat 
of Govertithent, particularly to another 


country, 


cy 


country, and it may fairly be compared to 
the heart in the human frame, which at 
once animates and viviſies the whole king- 
dom, citculates blood and vital warmth 
from centre to circumference, and is, in 
fact, the mirror in which the proſperity of 
the reſt of the country is reflected with its 
departure, the fine arts, all the elegant and 
cultivated purſuits which adorn, improve 
and embelliſh life, fade and droop away. 


Oed, oceidir, 4 omnis, et tortüns noftri nominis. 


Some perſonb i imagine, arid argue, av if 4 


rect the vices and cure the corruption of Par- 
liament, and abſolutely reaſon as if the pu- 


rity of the Iriſh repreſentatives would in- 
creaſe, when removed from their conflitu-- 


ents, and as if croſſing George's channel 


could waſh away all political depravity, and 


even render the objects of their former 


condemnation (for ſurely many of the mem- 
bers of the preſent Parliament could be 


again choſen) men of pure and immaculate 
| integrity, as if they conſidered the Britiſh 


Senate the choſen ſpot, the conſecrated tem- 
ple of genuine and unſullied freedom, and 


5 of Lreland 1 no better than the Augean 


C ſtable, 


conſolidation of the Legiſlatures would cor- 


is 


fable, which no time or labour could 
cleanſe of its filth and free from its impu- 
rities. But; my friends and countrymen; 
you have too much underſtanding to be de- 
luded by ſuch monſtrous and abſurd” poſiti- 
ons, which have ſuch little foundation, 
either in fact or in a knowledge of human 
nature. You know the reverſe too well. 
The Britiſh mace is equally liable as the 
Iriſh to be warped by the powerful and in- 
ſinuating touch of corruption. Should the 
accuſation be true, and well founded, 
ſurely commiſſtoners appointed from ſo 
rank and vitiated a body, would be moſt 
unfit te tranſact ſuch very momentous con- 
cerns, as .negociating for you. The argu- 
ment would go againſt entertaining or re- 
TIEN the N of * at al. 


Spee for moniear, the . 
of an incorporate Union admiſſible, ſurely 
poiſed as we are at preſent, between diſtrac- 
tion and repoſe, we ſhould not venture to 
agitate this or any other ſubject of political 
magnitude, and the public mind after the 
great exertion it has made, might reaſona- 
bly expect ſome relaxation. How frantic 


and how e is it now deemed in Eng- 
- | | land 
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land to encourage the diſcuſſion of any to- 
pic, which may in the remoteſt degree re- 
vive political controverſy—how much more 
ſo in Ireland, when the Miniſter, in the 
ſpeech from the Throne, at the commence». 
ment ef the preſent ſeſſion, has told you, 
the ſpirit of rebellion is only checked and 
eruſhed; but by no means extinguiſhed, in 
Ireland. Follow then the wiſe example of 
your ſiſter country, avoid all political diſ- 
ouſſions, wrleſs either obtruded on your conſide- 
nation, or of Juch a momemous nature, as to 
involve in its confequences every thing 
Kur to you and your poſterity, . 
Auellens humeris famamque faraque nepotum. 


While I write, ] tremble for the fate and 
character of my country. I hope to ſee it 
emerge from barbarity and obſcurity, and 
if independent, truſt it may at ſome future 
day, obtain ts, merited rank and name 
amongſt the nations of the earth. Could I 
be the hum ble inſtrument of rouſing my 


| countrymen. from their apathy, and raiſing 


in them a. dignified and honourable pride, 
my utmoſt ambition would be gratified. 
You ſtand in a great and reſponſible ſitua- 
tion—therefore let the Iriſh Harp aſſume 
a firm and manly tone. By a decla- 
ration of the general will alone, can the 

Ca : baneful 
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baneful meaſure be counteracted, before it is 
tan late. I hall, I hope, ſoon bring you to 
the teſt. However, before 1 conclude, 1 
ſhould wiſh to offer a few words of advice. 
to a certain defcription of perſons in this 
country, whoſe interpoſition may have con- 
ſiderable offect in preventing this blaſted 
project from ever being brought forward: 
J allude to the bortugh holders of Ireland. 
whom TI ſhould beg leave to addreſs, as a 
friend anxious for the protection of their 
property, and ſolicitaus for the preſervation 
of their fame, Should an Union: be. adopts 
ed, it is generally underſtood. the counties 
alone will return repreſentatives to the im- 

ial Parliament. In which caſe, although 
poſlibly ſome fordid: and paltry compenſation 
may be intended, for the lofs they will fuſ- 
_ tain, by the Rviton of Parliamentary pro- 
perty (for fuch J muſt call it in every ſenſe 
of the word-Lnor "need they bluſh far a 
| poſition which often preſerved the Houſe 
of Commons from the obloquy of being in- 
Aol pen Hur liamentum-) which perhaps might 
have, i m courfe of revolving time, occaſion- 
My been affixed to it, had not an Engliſh bo- 
rough returned to Parliament a CHA THAN, 
in the ſplendour of his glory, and an Inifh 
one a RATTAN in the meridian of his. 


I 'fay 
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I ſay then, as anxious for the protection 
of your property, what equivalent can you 
get for the weight and influence you now 
poſſeſs in the country, independent of the 
opportunities you have of promoting na- 
tional adyantagę, your country's felicity; 5 
or even what compenſation I aſk you, could 
you obtain, commenſurate to the heartfelt 
gratification you muſt experience in provid- 
ing for ſome. boſom, friend; ſome dear de- 
pendant relation, who looks up to you as bis 
friend and ſupporter, the ſource of his com- 


fort, the very ſcat of his ſoul. Beſides the 


pride you muſt feel in having a moſt mani- 
feſt and deciſive gontroul over miſmanage- 


ment and miſconducd. Since then, 1 fy, 5 


Government can give no compenſation for 


the ſacrifice you muſt make. of inteteſt, 
charaQer and fortune, ſee how the matter 
muſt ſtand. You. are cither paid for your 


' boroughs, or you are not; if paid, the pre- 


mium, I ſay, muſt be unequal to the value; 
beſides bad, in another reſpeR, operating 
as an unpopular act, impofing neceſſarily 
neu burdens on the people, which you muſt 
eventually feel as, injuring the value of pro- 
_ Perty in general, and ſubjecting you to ad- 
ditional taxation, S that . nought enriches 


Jou, 


— 


a 3 and will probably groan under 
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you, but makes them poor indeed.” If you 
are not paid, you will be laughed at as cre- 
dulous and clumſy fools ſelling your births. 
right, without even a meſs of pottage. 
And ſeriouſly do you imagine it within 
the ſphere of your power, to make ſuch a 
practical and eternal ſurrender, and that you 
can really reckon on thoſe adherents whom 
you have introduced into Parliament as 
likely to ſupport you in ſuch a transfer of 
Legiſlative independence, however bound 
they may conſider themſelves to you on 
every other occaſion, and every other quęſtion, by 
every tye of gratitude and obligation; (yet P 
when the independence of their country is 
rudely aſſailed, and its very exiſtenceis at ſtake, - 
and the unhappy alternative preſents itſelf, _ 
whether they will make a facrifice of public 
or private faith.) Tam fully convinced, ſay, 
{whenever ſuch a queſtion will ariſe) they 
muſt confider themſelves much leſs culpable 
in breaking private friendſhip and violating 
ſocial feeling, than in relinquiſhing for ever, 
the rights and liberties of their country ; and 
although yonr adherents will undoubtedly 
feel themſelves reduced to a moſt trying and 
mortifying dilemma, by the diſcuſſion of ſuch 


tho 


vs 
the weight of obligation as Atlas did under 
that of the Heavens, (feeling their gratitude 
for former countenance and protection til} 
entwined and interwoven with the yery 
frame and texture of their heart) yet w/ti- 
mately a confideration for public regard will 


be preferred, and the aggregated weal pre- 
vail over the deareſt private SCCHOns. 


| How will borough-holders then appear ? 
in what a contemptible light will they be 
ſhewn, deſerted by their followers, and de- 
ſpiſed by adminiſtration with whom they 
will not be conſidered as having acted can- 
didly or have kept their word and promiſe 
of ſupport, bringing diſappointment and 


defeat on them, diſcredit and diſgrace on 
themſelves. | 


But Government probably will tell yor, 
an Union will heal your diſſentions, and put 
a period to your calamities. I ſay, ſurely 
it will not. Neither has Parliament cauſed 
the one, nor has the nature of our preſent 
connexion with Great Britain, excited the 
other. On the contrary, a domeſtic andinter- 
nal Legiſlature, has preventeda fruitful and 
conſtant ſource of diſcontent that muſt have 


ariſen 
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ariſen, from the preſſure of new taxes, and 
the latter removed a perpetual foyndation 
of jealouſy and diviſion, by keeping us more 
cordially conneQed, than otherwiſe we 
would be, ſmarting and ulcerated under a 
| ſenſe of injured rights and violated free- 

_ dom. | | FEY | 


Rouſe then, my friends and brother free- | 
holders. from your apathy and inaction, as 


you value your preſent reputation and fu- 


ture fame, uſe every conſlitutional exertion, 
with one voice declare and proteſt againſt a 
meaſure baneful in its principle, and de- 
ſtructive in its conſequences. A general de- 
claration of your will, will be the means of 
its prevention, will operate as an antidote 
that will meet this baneful poiſon in every 
limb andarteryof the Conſtitution, conquer 
and-expel the projet for ever. | 


AED A FREEHOLDER. 
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